Boundary Commission for Northern Ireland


Sixth Review of Westminster Constituencies

Note of meeting with political party representatives and independent MPs 

Friday 13 May 2011 in Parliament Buildings, Stormont
Attendees

Boundary Commission for Northern Ireland

The Hon Mr Justice McLaughlin
      Deputy Chairman

Dick Mackenzie 


      Commissioner

Bill Smith



      Commissioner

Liz Benson



      Secretary to the Commission

Political parties

Independent



      Lady Sylvia Hermon MP

Democratic Unionist Party

      Peter Weir MLA

      Lee Reynolds
Sinn Féin



      Gary Fleming






      Ruairi Vallely

Ulster Unionist Party

      Roy Beggs, MLA

      Stephen Barr

Social Democratic & Labour Party      Gerry Cosgrove 

Alliance Party


      David Young

1. The Deputy Chairman welcomed attendees and explained the background to the Sixth Review of Westminster parliamentary constituencies.  
2. Mr Justice McLaughlin gave an overview of the methodology and procedures the Commission would follow. He also gave details of the proposed timetable for the review and the statutory rules which would apply.  

3. The consultation process was explained. Judge McLaughlin advised that there would be three 3 potential consultation periods during which representations could be made.  

· Following the publication of the Provisional Proposals, there would be a 12 week initial consultation period.  After the first period of 12 weeks, all representations received will be published on the Commission’s website www.boundarycommission.org.uk . 

· During weeks 5 to10 of this initial consultation period, a series of 3 public hearings will be held and the reports of the hearings will also be published on the Commission’s website.

· There will then be a 4 week secondary consultation period during which further comment may be made on the representations received during the initial consultation, including at the public hearings. Following this, the Commission will consider all the written representations and the transcripts of the public hearings. 

· If the provisional proposals are revised, the Commission will publish Revised Proposals and there will be an 8 week consultation period during which representations may be made on the revisions. The revised proposals will be published on www.boundarycommission.org.uk and they will also be available at display points around Northern Ireland. 
4. Following this 8 week period, the Commission will consider its proposals. The Commission can incorporate any further amendments to the constituency proposals into a Final Report without further public consultation. The time allocated for each element of the consultation exercise is set down in the legislation and cannot be extended. 

A QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION FOLLOWED.

· Will any existing local government wards be split?

It is the Commissioners’ intention that the new constituencies will be based on the existing wards in Northern Ireland. The fact that Northern Ireland wards are relatively small means that the Commissioners hope to be able to use them as building blocks without splitting them.
· Which parliamentary electorate register will be used?

The relevant electorate for the current review of Northern Ireland parliamentary constituency boundaries is the 1st December 2010 Parliamentary electorate
· Are there not still discrepancies in the Electoral Register?

That would be a matter for discussion with the Chief Electoral Officer. We are required to use the 1st December 2010 Parliamentary electorate.
· Will the Commission publish the 1 December electorate figures on the BCNI website?

Yes. This information will be available on our website www.boundarycommission.org.uk 
· How was the allocation of seats for Northern Ireland arrived at?

The allocation of parliamentary seats to the 4 parts of the United Kingdom was done by a mathematical calculation called the Sainte-Laguë method.
· After the initial 12-week consultation period, will the Commission publish Revised Proposals?
The Commission will decide on any amendments to the Provisional Proposals after considering all representations, including the transcripts of the public hearings, and will publish any resulting Revised Proposals for public consultation. The Commission will put the Revised Proposals on the website www.boundarycommission.org.uk and they will be available at display points around Northern Ireland. 

· Will the public hearings be spread geographically?

Yes, they will take place at venues around Northern Ireland.
· Who will chair the public hearings?

The meetings will be chaired by independent Chairs appointed by the Commission.

· Will the Commission/Commissioners be present at the public hearings?

No. The independent Chairs will conduct the public hearings. The Commissioners will receive a transcript of the hearings together with copies of all representations submitted. 

· How will the public hearings be publicised? 

Details of the public hearings will be available on www.boundarycommission.org.uk. Information about the public hearings will also be advertised in main newspapers. 

· Will the public hearings be televised or broadcast by webcam?

The Commission will give further thought to this if it considers that this would be a useful and economical exercise that would attract sufficient interest.

· Will provision be made to receive representations in other languages than English?

Yes. Representations may be made in other languages. Advance notice will be needed to ensure that appropriate translation services can be arranged. 
· What software is available for modelling constituencies?

Parties would need to approach Land and Property Services to use the GIS software and pay a charge for the costs incurred.

