The Sixth Review of
Parliamentary Constituencies

Boundary Commission
for Northern Ireland

The Sixth Review of Parliamentary Constituencies explained.

The Boundary Commission for Northern Ireland is the independent public body that reviews
all Parliamentary constituencies in Northern Ireland every five years.

We are currently carrying out a review under new rules laid down by Parliament. This review,
which concludes in 2013, means substantial changes to Parliamentary constituencies in
Northern Ireland: reducing the total number of constituencies from 18 to 16 and making sure
that each constituency has similar numbers of registered electors. In many cases this means
redrawing the existing boundaries.

Find out more

You can find out more about the Boundary Commission for Northern Ireland and the Sixth Review by:
visiting our website at www.boundarycommission.org.uk
Reading A Guide to the Sixth Review of Parliamentary Constituencies (available on our website).

If you have any queries, you can:  email: beni@belfast.org.uk
phone: 028 9069 4800
write to: Liz Benson, Secretary,
Boundary Commission for Northern Ireland,
Forestview, Purdy's Lane, Belfast, BT8 7AR
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Provisional Proposals:

Taking into account the electorate for each

ward and existing constituencies, we draw up
Provisional Proposals for Northern Ireland’s
revised constituencies. We publish the
Provisional Proposals Report.
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Publish representations:

We publish all the responses received,
including transcripts of the public hearings,
on our website.

Revised Proposals published:

If we decide that the evidence presented is such
that it is appropriate to change the Provisional
Proposals, we publish Revised Proposals.

January February
2012 2012

Autumn
2012

~

Final Recommendations and Report:
Following the consultation on Revised
Proposals, we consider all evidence received
throughout the Review, before making final
recommendations to the Secretary of State.
We must do this by 1st October 2013.
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Initial consultation period:

We consult on the Provisional Proposals for
12 weeks, making them available to the
public. During this time, public hearings take
place. We then collate all responses received,
including transcripts of the public hearings.

Secondary consultation period:
During a 4 week period, the public can
make further written submissions about
the responses received and published.

Final consultation period:

We then consult on Revised Proposals for a
further period of 8 weeks. During that consul-
tation period there are no further public
hearings, and no opportunity to comment on
the responses of others.
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